El Paso ISD

071902
ATTENDANCE FEA
COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE (LOCAL)

Attendance Officer

Excused Absences

Higher Education
Visits

Armed Services
Enlistment

Early Voting or
Election Clerk

Learner or Driver's
License

Note: THIS LOCAL POLICY HAS BEEN REVISED IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE DISTRICT’S INNOVATION
PLAN.'

Students in violation of the compulsory attendance law shall be re-
ported to the District truancy and prevention officer, who shall insti-
tute court action as provided by law.

The Board has designated the EXECUTIVE director for STUDENT
and PARENT SERVICES as the attendance officer for the District.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DISTRICT’S INNOVATION PLAN,
THE DISTRICT IS EXEMPT FROM STATE LAW REGARDING
THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DAYS A STUDENT CAN BE EX-
CUSED FOR A VISIT TO AN ACCREDITED INSTITUTION OF
HIGHER EDUCATION.

In addition to excused absences required by law, the District shall
excuse absences for the following purposes. ASTUDENT SHALL
BE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT VERIFICATION OF THESE AB-
SENCES IN ACCORDANCE WITH ADMINISTRATIVE REGULA-
TIONS.

The District shall excuse a student for up to THREE-days during
the student’s junior year and up to THREE days during the stu-
dent’s senior year to visit an accredited institution of higher educa-
tion.

The District shall excuse a student 17 years of age or older for up
to four days during his or her enrollment in high school for activities
related to pursuing enlistment in a branch of the U.S. Armed Ser-
vices or Texas National Guard.

The District shall excuse a student for up to two days per school
year to serve as an early voting or election clerk.

THE DISTRICT SHALL EXCUSE A STUDENT 15 YEARS OF
AGE OR OLDER FOR ONE DAY DURING HIS OR HER EN-
ROLLMENT IN HIGH SCHOOL FOR EACH OF THE FOLLOW-
ING:

e VISITING ADRIVER’S LICENSE OFFICE TO OBTAIN A
LEARNER LICENSE; OR

e VISITING ADRIVER’S LICENSE OFFICE TO OBTAIN A
DRIVER’S LICENSE.

[For extracurricular activity absences, see FM.]
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Withdrawal for
Nonattendance

Students Attending
Homeschools

The District may initiate withdrawal of a student under the age of
19 for nonattendance under the following conditions:

1. The student has been absent ten consecutive school days;
and

2. Repeated efforts by the attendance officer and/or principal to
locate the student have been unsuccessful.

[For District-initiated withdrawal of students 19 or older, see
FEA(LEGAL).]

After consultation with law enforcement officials, the attendance of-
ficer and principal shall determine, based on all available infor-
mation, whether the student no longer resides within the District. A
student who is reported as a “runaway” with a case number shall
be withdrawn effective on the date of the police report.

Students who are homeschooled are exempt from the compulsory
attendance law to the same extent as students enrolled in other
private schools.

Adequate documentation of homeschooling for withdrawal shall
consist of either a statement of withdrawal in accordance with
FD(LOCAL) indicating the date homeschooling began, or a signed
and dated letter from a parent or guardian indicating that his or her
child is being homeschooled and the date the homeschooling be-
gan.

The District may request from a parent or guardian a letter of as-
surance that a child is being educated using a curriculum designed
to meet basic education goals of reading, spelling, grammar, math-
ematics, and a study of good citizenship.

Enforcing If a parent or guardian refuses to submit a requested statement or
Compulsory letter, or if the District has evidence that a school-aged child is not
Attendance being homeschooled within legal requirements, the District may in-
vestigate further and, if warranted, shall pursue legal action to en-
force the compulsory attendance law.
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