STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES FNF
INVESTIGATIONS AND SEARCHES (REGULATION)

SEARCHES OF

Note to administrator: Please revise text to address the Dis-
trict’'s practice regarding the use of reasonable suspicion
searches, metal detectors, and mandatory drug-testing of stu-
dents. Include only the sections that are district practice.

A DISTRICT SEARCH OF A STUDENT MAY OCCUR ONLY

STUDENTS— WHEN THE STUDENT IS ON DISTRICT PREMISES, OR WHILE
REASONABLE THE STUDENT IS ATTENDING A SCHOOL-SPONSORED OR
SUSPICION SCHOOL-RELATED EVENT, EITHER ON OR OFF SCHOOL
PROPERTY.
ANY SEARCH OF A STUDENT WILL BE CONDUCTED BY AN
AUTHORIZED DISTRICT OFFICIAL WHO IS OF THE SAME SEX
AS THE STUDENT AND, WHEN FEASIBLE UNDER THE CIR-
CUMSTANCES, WILL BE WITNESSED BY AT LEAST ONE
OTHER OFFICIAL WHO IS OF THE SAME SEX AS THE STU-
DENT.
THE FOLLOWING RULES WILL APPLY WHEN ANY DISTRICT
OFFICIAL SEARCHES A STUDENT:
1. AUTHORIZED DISTRICT OFFICIALS MAY SEARCH A STU-
DENT WHENEVER THE STUDENT CONSENTS TO SUCH
A SEARCH; HOWEVER, CONSENT WILL NOT BE OB-
TAINED THROUGH THREATS OR COERCION.
2. IN THE ABSENCE OF CONSENT, A SEARCH MAY OCCUR
WHEN A DISTRICT OFFICIAL HAS REASONABLE SUSPI-
CION THAT SEARCHING A STUDENT’S PERSON OR PER-
SONAL ITEM WILL REVEAL EVIDENCE OF A VIOLATION
OF THE STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT. FOR EXAMPLE,
DISTRICT OFFICIALS MAY CONDUCT A REASONABLE-
SUSPICION BASED SEARCH FOR:
A. ALCOHOL;
B. A PROHIBITED WEAPON;
C. CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES OR ILLEGAL DRUGS
AS DEFINED BY LAW;
STOLEN PROPERTY;
ANY OTHER ITEM THAT HAS BEEN OR MAY REA-
SONABLY BE EXPECTED TO BE DISRUPTIVE OF
SCHOOL OPERATIONS; OR
F. ANY OTHER ITEM FOR WHICH POSSESSION BY A
STUDENT IS LISTED AS A VIOLATION OF THE STU-
DENT CODE OF CONDUCT.
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SEARCHES OF
VEHICLES—
REASONABLE
SUSPICION

PARENT
NOTIFICATION

DISCIPLINARY
ACTION

3. IF THE SEARCH YIELDS CONTRABAND, AUTHORIZED
PERSONNEL HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO DETAIN THE
STUDENT AND TO PRESERVE ANY CONTRABAND
SEIZED.

IF A VEHICLE SUBJECT TO SEARCH IS LOCKED, THE STU-
DENT WILL BE ASKED TO UNLOCK THE VEHICLE. IF THE
STUDENT REFUSES, THE DISTRICT WILL CONTACT THE
STUDENT’S PARENTS. IF THE PARENTS ALSO REFUSE TO
PERMIT THE VEHICLE TO BE SEARCHED, THE DISTRICT MAY
CONTACT LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS AND
TURN THE MATTER OVER TO THEM.

WHEN FEASIBLE UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE DIS-
TRICT WILL NOTIFY A STUDENT’S PARENT OR GUARDIAN IF
ANY PROHIBITED ITEM IS FOUND IN DISTRICT PROPERTY
ASSIGNED TO A STUDENT, IN A STUDENT’S VEHICLE
PARKED ON SCHOOL PROPERTY, OR ON THE STUDENT’S
PERSON OR PERSONAL PROPERTY AS A RESULT OF A
SEARCH CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS POLICY.

ANY STUDENT FOUND TO BE IN POSSESSION OF AN ITEM
PROHIBITED IN THE STUDENT CODE OF CODE WILL BE
SUBJECT TO DISCIPLINARY ACTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH
THE STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT.

Use of Metal
Detectors

POSSIBLE
SEARCH
METHODS

IN ORDER TO PREVENT AND DETER THE PRESENCE OF
WEAPONS AND OTHER CONTRABAND ON CAMPUS AND AT
SCHOOL-SPONSORED ACTIVITIES, STUDENTS AND VISI-
TORS AT ALL SECONDARY CAMPUSES AND AT SCHOOL-
SPONSORED EVENTS OFF CAMPUS WILL BE SUBJECT TO
RANDOM, SUSPICION LESS SEARCHES USING METAL DE-
TECTORS. THE DISTRICT’S PROCEDURES FOR METAL DE-
TECTOR SEARCHES ARE DESIGNED TO ENSURE THAT
SEARCHES ARE CONDUCTED UNIFORMLY AND EQUITABLY,
WITH MINIMAL INTERFERENCE WITH THE EDUCATIONAL
PROCESS AND INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY RIGHTS. DISTRICT OF-
FICIALS WILL NOT SELECT A PARTICULAR INDIVIDUAL TO
SEARCH EXCEPT AS AUTHORIZED BY LAW AND DISTRICT
POLICY.

THE DISTRICT’S METAL DETECTION PROGRAM MAY IN-
CLUDE THE USE OF WALK-THROUGH AND/OR HANDHELD
METAL DETECTORS AND INSPECTION OF BAGS AND PER-
SONAL ITEMS LARGE ENOUGH TO HOLD WEAPONS OR
OTHER CONTRABAND.
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THE DISTRICT MAY EMPLOY ANY OF FOLLOWING METAL DE-
TECTOR SEARCH METHODS:

1. ALLOWING STUDENTS AND VISITORS TO ENTER ONLY
AT SPECIFIED TIMES AND ONLY THROUGH SPECIFIED
ENTRANCES. ALL STUDENTS AND VISITORS (STU-
DENTS) (STUDENTS AND VISITORS) WILL BE
SCREENED DAILY AS THEY ENTER THE BUILDING.

2. ALLOWING STUDENTS AND VISITORS TO ENTER ONLY
AT SPECIFIED TIMES AND ONLY THROUGH SPECIFIED
ENTRANCES. ALL STUDENTS AND VISITORS WILL BE
SCREENED ON RANDOMLY SELECTED DAYS AS THEY
ENTER THE BUILDING.

3. SCREENING ALL STUDENTS AND VISITORS ARRIVING
THROUGH A PARTICULAR ENTRANCE (E.G., THE
NORTH AND WEST ENTRANCES).

4. INANY OF THESE METHODS, STUDENTS MAY BE
SCREENED IN A RANDOMIZED, NUMERIC PATTERN
(E.G., EVERY OTHER STUDENT OR EVERY FIFTH STU-
DENT) IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE WAIT TIMES AND AVOID
THE RISK OF BIAS.

IF A STUDENTS AND VISITORS BAG OR PERSONAL ITEM AC-
TIVATES THE METAL DETECTOR, THE DISTRICT PERSONNEL
OPERATING THE METAL DETECTOR WILL REQUEST THAT
THE INDIVIDUAL MAKE THE BAG OR ITEM AVAILABLE TO BE
SEARCHED FOR WEAPONS OR OTHER CONTRABAND. IF A
STUDENTS AND VISITORS PERSON ACTIVATES THE METAL
DETECTOR, HE OR SHE MAY BE ESCORTED TO A MORE PRI-
VATE AREA FOR A REASONABLE SUSPICION-BASED
SEARCH IN ACCORDANCE WITH LAW AND DISTRICT POLICY.

REFUSAL TO A STUDENT’S REFUSAL TO COOPERATE WITH THE DIS-

COOPERATE TRICT’S SEARCH PROCEDURES MAY BE GROUNDS FOR IM-
MEDIATE REMOVAL, REFERRAL TO LAW ENFORCEMENT,
AND/OR DISCIPLINE UNDER THE STUDENT CODE OF CON-
DUCT, AS APPROPRIATE UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES.

IF A VISITOR REFUSES TO COOPERATE WITH THE DIS-
TRICT’S SEARCH PROCEDURES, AUTHORIZED DISTRICT
PERSONNEL MAY ASK THE VISITOR TO LEAVE AND, IF THE
INDIVIDUAL REFUSES TO LEAVE PEACEABLY, MAY EJECT
OR REFUSE TO ALLOW THE INDIVIDUAL TO ENTER DIS-
TRICT PROPERTY IN ACCORDANCE WITH EDUCATION CODE
37.105. [SEE GKA]
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NOTIFICATION PARENTS AND STUDENTS WILL BE NOTIFIED OF THE DIS-
TRICT’S POLICY ON SEARCHES AT THE BEGINNING OF THE
SCHOOL YEAR. WHEN METAL DETECTORS ARE BEING
USED AT AN ENTRANCE TO A CAMPUS OR OFF-CAMPUS
SCHOOL-SPONSORED ACTIVITY, THE DISTRICT WILL POST
SIGNS OUTSIDE THE AREA WHERE METAL DETECTORS ARE
BEING USED TO WARN STUDENTS AND VISITORS THAT
THEY MAY BE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT TO A SCREENING FOR
METAL AS A CONDITION OF ENTERING THE BUILDING OR
EVENT.
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