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When a representative of the Department of Family and Protective 

Services or another lawful authority REQUESTSdesires to ques-

tion or interview a student at school as part of a child abuse inves-

tigation, the principal shall cooperate fully with the official’s re-

quests regarding the conditions of the interview or questioning.  

When the principal determines that a staff member should be pre-

sent during the investigation, the principal shall make the request.  

If the request is denied, the principal shall abide by the investiga-

tive agency’s response to the request. 

When law enforcement officers or other lawful authorities RE-

QUESTdesire to question or interview a student at school for any 

purpose other than a child abuse investigation, the following guide-

lines shall apply: 

1. The principal shall verify and record the identity of the officer 

or other authority and request an explanation of the need to 

question or interview the student at school. 

2. The principal ordinarily shall make reasonable efforts to notify 

the student’s parents or other person having lawful control of 

the student.  If the interviewer raises what the principal con-

siders to be a valid objection to the notification, such as that 

the parents are IS under investigation, the parents shall not 

be notified. 

3. The principal or a designee ordinarily shall be present during 

the questioning or interview.  If the interviewer raises what the 

principal considers to be a valid objection to a third party’s 

presence, the interview shall be conducted without that per-

son’s presence. 

Before a student at school is arrested or taken into custody by a 

law enforcement officer or other legally authorized person, the 

principal shall verify the official’s identity.  To the best of his or her 

ability, the principal shall verify the official’s authority to take custo-

dy of the student [see GRA] and then shall deliver over the student. 

The principal shall immediately notify the Superintendent and ordi-

narily shall notify the parents or other person having lawful control 

of the student.  If the officer or other authorized person raises what 

the principal considers to be a valid objection to notifying the par-

ents at that time, the principal shall not notify the PARENT. 

[SEE FO FOR NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS BY THE CAM-

PUS BEHAVIOR COORDINATOR UNDER EDUCATION CODE 

CHAPTER 37.]parents. 
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